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ADVISES REARRANGEMENT OF 
ACOUSTICAL MATERIAL 


Dariel Fitzroy, consulting acoustical engineer 
of San Rafael, California, said in his talk at the 
annual Stanford conference on school planning 
that putting acoustical materials over the entire 
ceiling surfaces of our school rooms is a waste 
of money. 

According to Fitzroy, the same acoustical 
materials would be twice as effective if one- 
third of it were placed in the ceiling, one-third 
on one wall, and another third on one of the 
other walls. 

Fitzroy also pointed out that lack of acous- 
tical planning in school design is most often 
due to a lack of knowledge of what it can 
actually accomplish. What the designers many 
times believe to be acoustical planning isn’t 
real planning at all, it’s salesmanship by the 
distributors of acoustical materials 
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SCHOOLS NOT MEETING 
NEEDS OF RURAL CHILDREN 

The 12,000,000 children attending rural 
schools throughout the nation do not have a 
school program to fit their needs but have in- 
stead a carbon copy of curriculums developed 
in and for city schools. 

This is the opinion expressed by the late 
Fannie Wyche Dunn, long time professor of 
rural education at Teachers College, Columbia 
University, in the 1951 yearbook of the De- 
partment of Rural Education, National Educa- 
tion Association. The book is entitled “The 
Child in the Rural Environment.” 

“Country children have a rich and varied 
background for firsthand experiences with nat- 
ural and physical sciences, in animals, birds, 
insects, rocks, soils, plant fertilizers, weather- 
ing, machinery, and electricity. Certainly science 
should have an important place early in and 
throughout the curriculum, if rural children are 
to improve environment,” she wrote. 

The yearbook explains the extent and makeup 
of the rural population. In addition to those 
living in the open country, the term also in- 
cludes families dwelling in all villages and 
towns up to 2,500 population. 

Copies of the yearbook, paperbound, sell for 
$2.00. Clothbound, $3.00. Order from Depart- 
ment of Rural Education, 1201 Sixteenth Street, 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 
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